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Sharing the Gospel

Today is the third sermon in a three part series concerning the Gospel of Christ, the Good News!

Two weeks ago we considered “What is the Gospel?” and, based on John 3:16, we saw the Gospel speak to the extravagance of God’s love and the extremity of our need.

Last week we considered “What are the demands of the Gospel?”. Moving beyond the rather stark and rather… impolite nature of the word demand, we saw that the Gospel demands that we engage with the Good News personally, intimately and also the Gospel demands our surrender – though, even more good news, this is all process and never a done-deal this side of eternity.

Oh dear… oh my… oh no… sharing the Gospel, talking about our faith, doing evangelism… oh dear… oh my… oh no.

Yesterday I talked with a church member, a friend, about today’s sermon. He reminded me of a quotation generally attributed to St. Francis, “Preach the Gospel at all times; if necessary use words”.  The mainline Christian, the Anglican here breathes a deep sigh of relief… you see, use words only if necessary. But sadly what was offered as a counter to words not authenticated by Gospel living, now becomes an excuse and justification for adopting muteness as a Christian virtue. This should not be so!

The command from Jesus is clear and definite, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people”.

Evangelism comes from our relationship with Jesus, comes from our experience of life and comes from our participation in community.

Evangelism comes from our relationship with Jesus. To share the Good news, to gossip the Gospel, requires a relationship with Jesus who perfectly expresses the extravagance of God’s love and who speaks to the extremity of our need. To share the Good News, to gossip the Gospel, necessitates our experience of Jesus both as Friend and also as Saviour, both as Companion and also as Liberator. Simon and Andrew hear the call and they follow him; James and John hear the call and they follow him. If in all honesty we reflect that we have never heard the Saviour’s call, have never responded, have never followed then it is nigh impossible for us share the Gospel.
Yesterday I heard great news from church members that they are expecting their first child; the father-to-be shared with pride and joy and with a smile, “We have the news, now we are sharing the news”. Friends the experience of new birth in our spiritual lives should and must be shared with pride and joy and with a smile.
Evangelism comes from our experience of life. The call of Jesus to the disciples uses metaphors of fishing, nets and patient persistence. The disciples, of course, could immediately identify with these metaphors and were doubtless encouraged and strengthened as Jesus honored and affirmed their profession, their lifestyle and their skills. I have no doubt that every Christian is called in some appropriate way to share the Gospel, yes even by word; and I am sure that our calling is shaped and defined by our experience and skills. We need not imitate others nor feign skills not our own. Yesterday I talked with a couple to be married later this year; they both work in sales and I joked that I was in the same business – they got the point. But that couple, with their skills and experience, may well have much to contribute to a church’s program of appropriate, realistic and effective evangelism. Years ago I learned from a salesman the crucial ABC of sales – Always Be Closing, it applies to sales but also to fishing and also to the sharing of the Gospel.
When six years old, a member of this church came home from church; approached her father who was watching Sunday sports on television and said, “Sinner, you should be in church”. Now few of us will ever be called to exercise such a direct ministry but too many of us avoid situations in which we can gently witness to our faith in God.
Evangelism comes from our participation in community. You will note in our Gospel that Jesus calls the disciples in pairs and, in that community, invites them into relationship and charges them with the task of evangelism. We have not advanced so much that we dare proudly lift isolation as a credit, an impressive qualification, a notable attribute. If anything our society, damaged and hurt by individualism, needs to heed the call to community all the more. We need the support and encouragement of others on the spiritual journey, we need the wisdom and learning of others to teach and train and challenge us and then… we need others to be the welcoming, affirming community to which we may invite our friends and family, peers and colleagues to come and worship, pray and grow.
A classic and powerful definition of evangelism was made by the 98th Archbishop of Canterbury, in the early 1940’s and it still rings true with power today. Wiliam Temle said: “Evangelism is to so present Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit that men [and women] might come to trust Him as Savior and serve Him as Lord in the fellowship of His church” – “in the fellowship of His church”. 

As Bill Wilson (founder of AA) experienced freedom from addiction so he wanted to share that news with others. In the early days he visited many, had little result and began to despair. When he bemoaned his apparent failure to his ever-patient wife Lois, she responded, “Bill, but don’t you see… others may not have stopped drinking but you have; as you have told the story so your sobriety is strengthened”.

As you and I, as we, begin tentatively to accept the call to share the Gospel – we will be blessed, it will be spiritually good for us!

Terry and I, and probably countless clergy, have a standard response when people complain to us about the weather or ask for our prayers for fine weather… we respond, “I’m in sales, not management”. Thank God we are not in the management of the souls of others; ultimately what they decide, how they respond is in the hands of God but… we are in sales!

As a good friend last Sunday quoted lyrics from “An American in Paris” so I will quote them now…
“Hum it, strum it, sing it, drum it; what a thrill I'm getting from it...this time it's really love” – let’s renew, or begin, a commitment to “fish for people”, speaking the Gospel “in season and out of season”.

“Hum it, strum it, sing it, drum it; what a thrill I’m getting from it… this time it’s really” divine love, Gospel Good News!

AMEN

