WEDDING GUIDELINES AT THE CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY

Congratulations on your engagement! 

Years of experience lie behind these guidelines – please read them carefully. Always speak with the Rector before making any plans with regard to your wedding ceremony or reception; and always speak with the Organist before making plans for your music.

If you wish for clergy other than CHT clergy to officiate at y0ur wedding, the Rector must approve the visiting officiant. You must provide information about your guest officiant and the proposed liturgy to be used for your ceremony.

The Church of the Holy Trinity is an inclusive and welcoming church and we support and bless same-sex couples who want to make a public declaration of their love and commitment for each other. As a general rule, the same guidelines that have been developed for the solemnization of a marriage will also apply to the celebration of a same-sex relationship. Please contact one of the clergy if you have questions about our policy.
REQUIREMENTS FOR MARRIAGE IN THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The primary requirement for a wedding ceremony in any Episcopal Church is that the couple has attended at least three formal sessions of premarital counseling by a clergy person or qualified counselor over the course of at least a month prior to the wedding. 

We further expect that at least one of you is a baptized Christian and we hope that you are actively involved in a Church community. It is not required that you are attending an Episcopal Church. We understand that there may be some exceptions to the rule, but we hope that if you have invited the Church to be part of your wedding day, you intend to make Christ and the Church part of your life.

If you meet the requirements above, we ask that you complete a copy of our Application Form available online or in the Parish Office. A wedding date is not definite until the Application Form and Booking Fee is received. Please know that the minister performing the service will eventually need formal evidence from a clergy person or the pastoral counselor that adequate preparation for Holy Matrimony has been accomplished and that at least one person is active in a church community. Usually a simple letter or e-mail will suffice.

We believe that divorce is not necessarily a barrier to marriage at CHT; though our Diocese does require that special focus be given to reasons for the divorce and reasonable expectations for a happy and healthy new marriage.


SPECIAL SITUATIONS

If you feel that you do not (or cannot) fit into the CHT "norms" for marriage or remarriage, you may wish to talk personally to one of our clergy. We may have some creative suggestions that could make a wedding celebration possible. We will try to respond pastorally on a case-by-case basis.


WEDDING PLANNING

CHT's clergy plan the religious service. We do not have the means to schedule the "non liturgical" events associated with your wedding. Arranging a reception, photographers, hotels, hairdressers, transport, etc. are well beyond our sphere. Likewise, when the service is outside the church proper, we can take no responsibility for arranging for musicians. We are, however, often able to refer you to independent professionals who may be helpful.


THE CELEBRATION AND BLESSING OF A MARRIAGE


We use the Book of Common Prayer (1979) and the 1982 Hymnal as the primary texts for the liturgies we celebrate. Within the traditional framework of the Episcopal wedding service there is almost always some creative flexibility possible as long as it is theologically appropriate and in good taste. There are, in fact, many opportunities for family and guests in the wedding party to be involved especially as readers of Holy Scripture and in the prayers.

FINANCIAL COSTS AND OTHER POLICIES


The parish gladly makes its clergy available to serve the broader community, but we ask that you share in the significant expenses of supporting our parish ministry and church facilities. There are fees for the use of the church, the services of the clergy, organist and custodian. Payment is due no less than thirty days before the wedding ceremony. Carillon Player and Choir members are also available for an additional fee. Clergy and Organist Fees are paid whether or not resident clergy or organist are required for the wedding. Current fees are available from the Parish Office.

All payments are due within one month of the wedding date. CHT reserves the right to cancel the wedding if payments are not received.

FEES (as of April 30, 2010 – subject to change)

Booking Fee


$75.00
 
(non-refundable, paid at time of booking)

Church Fee


$1,800.00
(church fee is waived for members of the congregation)

Clergy
Fee


$300.00 
(fee is also paid when visiting clergy are permitted to officiate)

Organist Fee


$300.00 
(fee is also paid when visiting organist is permitted to play)







(additional fee required for contacting/rehearsals with musicians)

Sexton Fee


$75.00

Carillon Player Fee

$150.00
(optional)

Additional Musician’s Fee 
$200 – 250

All fees must be paid no later than one month before the wedding.


WEDDING MUSIC

Music for weddings at The Church of the Holy Trinity is planned in consultation with the organist/choirmaster.  Couples should not make decisions regarding music selections or hire other musicians before meeting with the organist/choirmaster.  The organist/choirmaster can lead you through the choices you need to make that are appropriate for the service. Popular songs, Broadway show tunes and similar repertoires are not appropriate for weddings at CHT. In the event the organist/choirmaster is not available to play for your wedding he will find a qualified substitute and make arrangements for you to meet with that individual to plan music for your wedding.


The organist/choirmaster will assist in hiring any additional musicians you require. CHT has several professional singers in the choir and the church regularly employs other musicians throughout the year for various services. It is preferred that these musicians, familiar with CHT, be used for weddings at CHT. Other musicians suggested by the couple may be used only with permission of the organist/choirmaster – these individuals should be highly qualified and trained professionals. 

Current Fees for Church Organist and, where required, other musicians are available from the Parish Office.

DECORATIONS

We ask that that at least two substantial arrangements remain for the following Sunday's service in honor of your marriage. Carpets or aisle "runners", scattering of flower petals as well as extra candles, etc. are not permitted at CHT due to safety concerns with our tile flooring. It is strongly advised that floral designers visit CHT before the wedding service; it is the responsibility of the floral designers to arrange a mutually convenient time for the delivery flowers, bouquets etc.

The Unity Candle ceremony is rarely used in the Episcopal Church - though its symbolism may be considered significant (although a little ambiguous) experience suggests strongly that it is difficult to perform this ceremony with elegance and in safety. The practice is strongly discouraged.


RENEWAL OF MARRIAGE VOWS


Generally it is assumed that the same planning, preparation and donations to the church will be expected for a Renewal of Marriage Vows celebration. 

We hope this answers some of your initial questions. We trust that you will let us know if you would like more information. And if you are now making serious plans to have your wedding at CHT, please complete the Application Form and return it to us (with the booking fee) as soon as possible. 
